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BOOK NOTICES 

Mii.o I. Harestead, Thomas J. Sauer, and William F. Bennett. 2001. Soil Science 

Simplified, 4th edition. (ISBN 0-8138-2042-9, hbk.). Iowa State Univ. Press, 
2121 South State Ave., Ames, Iowa 50014, U.S.A (Orders: 800-862-6657, 

., numerous b&w drawings and hall - 




www.isupress.com). $42 
tones, 6" x 9". 

This book is suitable as an undergraduate text or as a reference for biologists or other scientists not 

o o 

trained in soil science. It systematically covers the physical, biological and chemical properties of 
soils; soil lor mat ion, soil water, heat I low, and fertility; soil classil tea t ion and surveys; and soil man¬ 
agement,conservation,and engineering. 1 found thechapterson soil colloidsand chemistry,soil classi¬ 
fication, and soil surveys the most helpful in interpreting soil maps and characteristics. The different 
types of clays and their characteristics are explained. Also, the various word roots, prefixes and sut- 
lixes used m the names oi soil classes and subclasses are explained, it includes a glossary and index. 
The weakest aspect ol the book is the quality ol the illustrations. In many figures, the lines are 
'ssivelv heaw, black, and run-toeether. Many ol the drawings are not well-executed and fail to 

/ / O j o 

show the described features. Asa result, much space is wasted that could have been better used by 
replacing wit h text or photographs.—Roger \V. Sunders, Assocm/e (Collect ion s Manager, Botanic til Re¬ 
scan h Institute a/ /(’vos, 509 Pecan St , l ; ort Worth , TX 76/02-4060, ( 75.A., rsanclers@brit.org. 



Wii i h-.i.mina Fehmster Jasi ihmski and Frederick G. Meyer (cds.). 2002. The Natural 

History of Pompeii. (ISBN 0-521-80054-4, hbk.). Cambridge 
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK; 100 Brook Hill Drive, 

:,NY 10994-2133, U.S.A. (Orders: 845-353-7500,845-353-4141 

-awings. 




ax,http://www.cup.org/).$170.00,502 pp.,38/1 ij 
etc.), 9" x 12". 

brum the dust jacket.—“ This volume brings together the work of geologists, soil specialists, 
paleobotanists, botanists, paleontologists, biologists, chemists, dendrochronologists, ichthyologists, 
zoologists, orn 1 1hoiogists, mammologists, herpetologists, entomologists, and archaeologists, afford¬ 
ing a thorough picture of the landscape, f lora and fauna of the ancient sites. The detailed and rigor¬ 
ously scientific catalogues, which are copiously illustrated, provide a checklist ol the 1 lora and fauna 
upon which luture generations ol scholars can continue to build.” 

The catalogue of plants by Wilhelmina F.Jashemski, Frederick cl. Meyer, and Massimo Ricciardi 
enumerates and discusses in detail 184 plants. The chapter is 101 pages. The evidence for the plant 
list comes primarily from the urban sites Pompeii and 1 lerculaneum, and a few villas, which give a 
good picture of the popular ornamental plants that adorned the many home gardens, parks, and 
other public places, as well as plants that had religious significance and those used for medicine and 
other purposes, especially lood. There is an extensive list of references. This is an impressive work 
that will be of interest a variety of audiences.— Barney Lipscomb, Botanical Research lnstitutco/ Texas, 
509 Pecan St, Tort Worth, TX 76/02-4060, l J.S.A., harney@brit.or£. 
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